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New York, April 30, 1094

STATEMNENT BY TEE POLITICAL BUREAU OF THE RWANDESR
PATRIOTIC FRONT OF THE PROFPORED DRFLOYXENT OF A U.N.
INTERVENTION FORCE IN RWAMDA.

The Unitsd Nations Security council has been urged by the U.N.
Secretary General ¢to authorize the daployment of a U.N.
i{ntarvention force in Rwanda for the purpose of stopping massacres
of innoncent civilians.

The massacrss have besn going on for several years but particularly
bacone intsnsze after the death of President Habyarimana on April &,

1994.

The Rwandese Patriotic Front wishes to make the tfollowing
observations regarding the masgacras:

1. The WASSACYeH WeXe carefully planned in advance and
systenatically executed to ensura the complete extarpination
of those perceived as opponents of the ragina. The plans for
these massacres were hatched during President Habyarimana's
own life time with his knowledge and active participation.

2. RPF has very firm evidence indicating that the magpacres werse
but for the death of the President originally intended to
take place during the tyransition periocd after tha Rwandesse
Patriotiec Army forces had handed ovar their weapons to the
United Nations and gone toc the asegembly points whers they
would be easy.prey.

3. The ocourrence of these masgacres did not come as’ a surprise
to RPF. Indeed, the RPF consistently brought the alarning
praparations for these MAsEACYes to tha attention -of tha
international community for many months prior to their out-
break. The Secratary General of U.N. and the governments of
all the countries which were represgented at Arusha during the
peace talks were duly informed about the preparations for
these nassacres through thelir accredited reprasentatives in
Kigali and various high ranking officials who have visited RPFP
both at Xigali and Mulindi ever gince the signing of tha peace
agreement to discuss the possibilities of facilitating
implementation of the peace agraement.

The international ccmmunity was fore warned but did not find
it possible or necessary to take any measures to prevent these
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4. There i3 a misleading impression that the atrocities which

6.

7.

have besn committed vare comnitted in ecurse of arned conflict
between two fighting groups. There are two groups alfighe
but only one is armed and is committing the atrocities, mhe
group of the victima is unarmed and defenseless., Thig ig
sinply a case of stata inspired violence afainut innoccent
citizens on account of their percaived pol tical helicta ox
ethnic origins.

The massacres are above 2ll not a rasult of fighting batwaan
two different ethnic groups as the atatoment of the U.N.
Secretary General wouid appear to {ndicate.

Although the Tutsi comnunity has beaen singled out ag a
candidate for extermination, Rwandese of other sthnicities
have equally been victims of tha atrocities. Teng of
thousands of Hutus have died because they bslonged to
opposition parties. Indeed the majority of preminant public
psrsonalities who were executed were Hutus., The falee
psrception that this iz an ethnic conflict needs to he
corrected.

These nassacres are not new in Rwanda's history. They are a
repeat of similar massacras which were committad by the vary
sane sscurity apparatus headed by Prasident Habyarimana
betvaeen 1959 and 1266, between 1572 and 1973 and between 1960

and 1594,

The atrocities in Rwanda have been committed exclusively by
the ragime. The Rwandese Patriotic Front has not, contrary to
what some have implied from the contents of the letter of the
U.N. Secretary General addressed to the U.N, Security Couneil
on April 29, 1994, been involved in committing and is not
planning to carry out any atrocities. It hag instaad fallan
upon us to rescue many Rwandese from such atrocities, fThe
Rwandese Patriotic Front reiterates that ail areas under ity
control are completely secura and open to inspection by the
International Community,

President Habyarimana and his collaboraters planned and
prepared for these magsacres by taking advantage of tha
cease-fire arrangements which RPF had agreed to for the

RPF is firmly convinced that the international community hag
exhibited double standards by insisting that RpF must abide by
the peace process agreed upon while doing nothing whatscevey
about Habyarimana's evident Preparations te wreck tha very
peace process which they were prometing.,
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The United Natjions nission (UNAMIR) which was in Rwanda, with a
forca of more than 2,500 personnel, at tho out-break of tha current
crisis was unabls to offer protection to Rwandese ¢citizens vho were
threatensd with violence, It did not intervens to stop  the
nassacres, citing ths constraints imposed by their mandéto,
although the mandata could have baeen changed by the U.N. Security
Council at short notice. The force was instead withdrawn leaving
the Rwandése population at the mercy of the nurdarers.

The Internationsl Cemmunity stood by and hsl lessly watched while
hundreds of thousands of innccent Rwandese C tizens porishaed.
Few have darsd to come out in public to condamn the authors of the
atrocities which are being comuitted, let alone taken any steps to
actively assint the actual and potential victinms.

AS a result of the massacres, it is reported (OXFAM) that more than
a half million peopls (500,000) may have already died.

The manner and scals of the wmasaacres clearly leave no doubt
whatsoever that the atrocities which have been committed amount to
genocide as definad hX the relevant U.N. Conventions. We {ael that
the debate in some circles, including the U.X. Security Council,
about whether genccide has really been committed is acadenic if not
eynical. We tha Rwandese and other pecple vho have witnessed the
atrocities first hand know for sure that genocida has indeed taken

place.

The massacras have been orchesctred by the so-called provisional
government using the following:

1. The Presidential Guard,

2. Menbers of the regular National Army.

3. The Para-military Police (Gendarmeria Nationale),

2. Armed civilians and militia under the control of the late
president's party, the MRND and its aliies, particularly the

extramist CDR party.

The International Community owes tha Rwandese people an obligation
to condenn and ostraciza the perpetrators of these massacres and to
help in bringing them to justice. Some countries have, instead,
lent legitimacy to these nurderers and ars already plotting to
create a futurs role for them in the politics of our countyy, We
would mention in particular the governments of France and “i"‘“
which have hosted high level talks with membars of the so-called
provisional government and appear to be naster-minding the current
proposal for the deployment of a U.N. intervantion force as a
rasult of thosa talks.

The United Nations should take a leading role in ensuring that the
membars of the regime responsible for the massacres are not
accorded legitimacy by any government or International
organisation. should the U.N. itself receive and accord
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lagitizacy to mepbers of the said regime, tha Rwandess Patriotic
Front will hava no option but to requsst that even the 270 psnber
rennant of UNAMIR be recalled.

The Special Representative of the U.N., Secretary General toc Rwanda,
Dr. Jacques Roger Booh-Booh has throughout his stay {n our countyy
behaved in s very partisan manner and is not up to task entrusted
to him. The Rwandese Patriotic Front will not participata in any
future U.N. effort to resolve the Rwanda conflict unless and until
the said Special Representative and his Assistant ars recalled.

The time for U.N. intervention is long past. The ¢ganocida is
almost complsted. Most of the potential victims of the regime have
either besan killed or hava since fled.

The Rwandose Patriotic Front belleves the forsmost and appropriate
role U.N. agencles at this particular time would be to find the
vays and nmeans of handling the humanitarian crisis caused by the
vioclance and displacement of the population. This humanitarian
criesis has unfortunately not received the attention it deserves to
date.

The Rwandese Patriotic Front regards the proposed U.N, intervention
as deliberate attempt to manipulate the U,N. process and machinery
to protsot and support the murderexrs who constitute the provisional
governnent. :

Conssquently, the Rwandese Patriotic Front hareby declares that it
is categorically opposed to the proposed U.N. intervention force
and will not under any circumstances cooperate in its setting wp
and operation.

In viev of the forgoing the Rwandase Patriotic rFront:

A&, Calls upon the U.N. Seourity Coumeil not to authorise ths
daployment of the proposed force as U.N. intexrvention at this
stage oAn no lonhger sarve any useful purpose as far an
atopping the nassacres is concerned.

be Reguests International Compunity to exert prassurs on the
nurdersts who constitute the so-called provisional ¢ovarnnment
and are raaponsible for the massacras by:

1. ¥ithholding recognition for the sc-called provisional
government which has txken powsr by unconstitutional xsans,

2. Condexning iz psrson the prominent persmonalities of the
ragize who have besn involved ipn committing atrooitiass.

3, Inposing punitive sanctions againat the so ocnlled
provisiconsl government.

4. Betting in wotlon the process of sstablishing without delay
var crimss tridunals and other mechanisms for briaging tha
psrsons responsibla foxr the atrooities to juatios.
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", 6s Requests the V.N. Secretary Gensral to replace xis Spe
o Representative in Rwanda wvithout delay hyplonteao .og'cial
" aonpetent.

4. Calls upon the international conmmunity to urgently respond
the humanitarian orisis in Rvands by groviaigg acit:tazgz tgo
the needy and givaes its asgurances that it ehall oooperate

£u11i in all efforts to alleviate the current humanitarian

. .

cria

€. Czlls upon the United Nations to immediatsly send s miszsion to
areas of Rvanda controlled by RPY to confirm that no xassacrss
or humas rights of any nature have baen conmitied by RPP forces
as inplied in the above xentionad letter by tde U.N. Bacretary

Genersl to the Beocurity ceuvneil.

*

For: The the Political Bureau of The Rwandese Patriotic Front

Syahima, oHhusarl-

Mr., Garald Gahima Mr. Claude Dusaidi




